
 
Lesson 1 

Session Title: History Exploration 
 
Grade Level: 3rd – 6th Grade 
 
Focus:  History 
 
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, the student will: 
 

• Watch “What’s So Cool About Manufacturing” videos that demonstrate history and 
manufacturing.    

• Conduct research of their own about the history of manufacturing. 
• Use technology to expand their research. 
• Compare and contrast how items were created in the past vs how they are created in today’s 

society. 
• Journal their discoveries and lingering questions. 

 
 

PA Standards 

Career 
Education 
and Work 

• 13.1.3. A Recognize that individuals have unique interests. 
• 13.1.3. B Identify current personal interests. 
• 13.1.3. C Recognize that the roles of individuals at home, in the workplace and in the community 

are constantly changing. 
• 13.1.3. D Identify the range of jobs available in the community. 
• 13.1.3. E. Describe the work done by school personnel and other individuals in the community.  
• 13.1.3. F. Explore how people prepare for careers. 
• 13.1.3. G. Explain why education and training plans are important to careers. 
• 13.1.3. H. Explain how workers in their careers use what is learned in the classroom. 
• 13.1.3. E. Discuss the importance of the essential workplace skills, such as, but not limited to: 

Dependability, Health/safety, Team building, Technology. 
• 13.3.3. A. Identify attitudes and work habits that contribute to success at home and school. 
• 13.3.3. C. Explain effective group interaction terms, such as, but not limited to: Compliment, 

Cooperate, Encourage, Participate. 

History • 8.1.3.A. Identify the difference between past, present and future using timelines and/or other 
graphic representations.  

• 8.1.3.B. Identify fact, opinion, multiple points of view, and primary sources as related to historical 
events. 

• 8.1.3.C. Conduct teacher guided inquiry on assigned topics using specified historical sources 
• 8.3.3.C. Identify and describe how continuity and change have impacted U.S. history. 
• 8.2.3.A. Identify the social, political, cultural, and economic contributions of individuals and 

groups from Pennsylvania. 
• 8.2.3.C. Identify and describe how continuity and change have impacted Pennsylvania history. 

Artifact   
Opportunity  

• The Journal Worksheet can be used as an artifact. 

Videos • Oak Glen - Homer Laughlin China Company: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=24&v=mP28tf-GZpo  

• Butler Area - Butler Technologies: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=17&v=_Vh6bbcFIww  

• Baldwin-Whitehall - Intervala: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=29&v=hSmDbEGIyps  

• South Side - C3Controls: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=33&v=ynTby08a4MQ  
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• Mount Lebanon - Caterpillar: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=9A_VTr9ozhI 

Lesson Plan 
 
Materials Needed 
  

¨ Computer/iPad/Smart Board  
¨ Poster paper 
¨ Markers  
¨ Notebook  

¨ Journal Worksheet 
¨ Internet access 
¨ “What’s So Cool About Manufacturing?” 

videos 
 
 
 
Prior Knowledge 
 
Overview: Many food products, toys, and materials are made through the process of manufacturing. We 
will take a look at the history of manufacturing and conduct some research of our own! Through our 
research, we will learn about the history of manufacturing and develop our skills using technology.  

 
Procedures and Activities 
 
Guiding Questions:  

• What is manufacturing?  
• How were items created in the past vs the present?   
• What are some products that are manufactured?  
• What were some of the major developments made in manufacturing?  
• Provide some examples of the technology that has been created that benefits/is used in 

manufacturing  
• How has manufacturing developed over time?  
• How were products produced in the past (when modern technology was not available)?  
• How is robotics included in manufacturing?  

 
Directions: 
 

Step 1: Introduce the lesson by watching manufacturing videos and discussing the guiding 
questions 

Step 2: Have students work either individually or in groups to research the guiding questions  

Step 3: Students will gather information about manufacturing 

Step 4: Create a discussion board (either on the smartboard or on a piece of poster paper) with the 
information students gathered  

Step 5: Create a timeline of how manufacturing has developed 

Step 6: Culminating Activity: 

Students will: 
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o Journal their discoveries 
o Revisit the guiding questions  
o Journal any remaining questions they have about the activity and manufacturing  
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Journal Worksheet 

List some key dates 
and events you 
want to include on 
your timeline 

 

Which event do you 
think is most 
important to 
manufacturing? 
Why?  

 

Journal any 
remaining 
questions about the 
activity and 
manufacturing 

 

 
Photo of final product:  


